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“PROVERBS 25. 25. 


af As cold Waters to. a thirfty Soul ; 
fo is good News from a far 
Ca 


“4% E are fo formed, by the God of na- 
m= ture, doubtlefs for wife and good 
ends, that the. uneafy fenfation to 
fee which we give the name. of thirft, 
isan infeperable. attendant on the want of fome 
proper liquid. And as this want is increafed, 
fuch proportionably will be _ the. increafe of 
uneafinefs ; and the uneafinels may gradually 
heighten, till it throws one into a,ftate that is 
- yoy tormenting. The application of one 
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- drink is fitted, by an eftablifhed law of héa-: 


ven, mot only to remove away this uneafinefs, 
‘but to give pleafure in the doing of it, by its 
‘manner of acting upon the organs of tafte. 
There is fcarce a keener perception of plea- 
fure, than that which is felt by one that is a- 
thirit upon being fatisfied with agteable drink. 
Hence the defire of {piritual good things, in 
thofe who have had excited in them a ferious 
fenie of God and teligion, is reprefented, in 
‘the facred’ books, by the cravings of a thirfty 
man after drink.” Hence the devout David, 


when he would exprefs the longing of his foul 


to “ appear before God in his fanétuary,” re- 
fembles it to the ‘* panting of an hart after. 
the water-brooks.” Jn like:,manner, ‘cold 
water toa thirfty foul” is the. image under 
which the wife man would fignifie, i is my text, 
the -gratefulnefs of “* good news.” ~ Tis re- 
frefhing to the foyl, as cold waters. to .the 
tongue when parched with’ “thirlt : Efpecially 


is good news adapted to affect the heart with 
pleafure, when i it comes ‘ from 4 far country,”: 


and is big with important’ bleffings, not to a 
few individgals’ ‘only, but to communities, and 
numbers of them fcattered over a largely ex. 
sah continent, 


i Sdtx idithe “good news” ”Yately brovghe us 
fom the other fide, the great waters. No ijewy 
handed. 


A Thanks-giding SERMON. > 


handed to us’ from’Great-Britain, ever gave 


ws a quickerfenfe, or higher degree, of plea- 
fare. It rapidly-fpread through the Colonies, 
and, as it paffed’“along, opened in all hearts 
the fprings of joy. The emotion of a foul juft 


famifhed with thirft, upon taking down a full 


draught of cold water, is but a faint emblem 
of the fuperior gladnefs with which we were 
univerlally filled upon this great occafion, 
That was the language of our mouths, fignify- 
ing the pleafurable ftate of our minds; “as cold 
waters to a thirfty eine ; fois this good news 
from a far conety=* 


Waar I have in view is, to take occafioh 
from thefe words to call your attention to 
fome of the important articles contained in the 
good news we have heard, which fo power- 
fully fit it to excite a pungent fenfe of plea- 
fure in the breafts of all that inhabit thefe 


American lands. -The way will then be pre- 


pared to point out to you the wifeft and beft 
ufe we can make of thefe glad-tidings “ from 
a far country.” 


Tue firft article in this “ good news,” ob- 
vioufly prefenting itfelf to confideration, is the 
kind and righteous regard the fupreme autho- 


sity in England, to which we inviolably owe 


fubmiffion, has paid to the «« commercial good” 
; of 


Ved 
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‘of the Nation at home,.and its dependantPio- 
‘vinces.and Iflands. One, of the exprefly af 
Signed reafons for the Rergar of the Stamp- 
Aa, is declared in thefe words, “*:Whereas 
the continuance of faid act—may be produa- 
ive of confequences greatly detrimental to. the 
commercial interefts of thefe Kingdoms, may 
it therefore pleafe’—. The Englith Colonies 
and Iflands are canipitlk included:in the words; 
“ thefe Kingdoins ;” for they are.as truly parts 
iof them aseitherScotland,Ireland,or evenEng- 
Tand irfelf, Ie was therefore with a profefied 
‘view to the commercial good, not only of.the 
Nation at home; bit of the Plantations alfo a- 
broad, that the-authority of the Britifh King 
and:Parliament interpofed to render null and 
oid that aéty which} ‘had it been continued in 
force, might, in'its cohfequencesy have tenced 
to the hustiof ‘this gtand intereft, infeperably 
conneMed with the welfare of both. From, 
shat mote ‘noble fource could @ Repzar of 
this act have ‘proceded ? Not’ merely the re- 
peal, but that benevolent righteous regard to 
the public good which gave it birth, is an 
important ingredient in “the news that has 
Imade us glad, And wherein could this “* good 
fews” have’ been better adapted to foften our 
hearts, footh-our paflions, and excite in us the 
fenfations of ‘unmingled joy ? What that’ 8 


conducive’ to our real happinefs, may we “not 
expect 
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“expeét from a King and Parliament; whofe regard 
to ‘the commercial intereft?’ of thé Britifh 
Kingdoms has overpowered all oppofition from 
refentment, the difplay of fovereign pleafure, 
‘or whatever other caule, and influenced them ta 
give up, even. 8 CROWN-REVENUE for the fake 
of a greater national good ? With what confidence 
may we rely upon fuch a fupreme Jegiflature for 
the redrefs of all orievances, efpecially in the 
article of trade, and the devifiiig every. wife and 
fic method to put and keep it in a flourifhing 
ftate ? Should any thing; in time to come, un- 
happily be brought into event, detritnental in irg 
operation to the commerce between the Mothers 
country, and thefe Colonies, through mif-repre« 
fentations from “ lovers of themfelves more than 
lovers” of their King and Country, may we not 
encourag ourfelves td hope, that the like ge- 
nerous public {pirit that has relieved us now, 
will again interpofe itfelf on our behalf ? ? Hap- 
py ate we in being under. the government of a 
King and Parliament, who can REPEAL, as well 
as enact a law, upon a view of it as tending to 
the public happinefs ! How preferable is our 
condition to their’s, who have nothing to expect 
but from the arbitrary will of thofe, to whom 
they are flaves, rather than fubjeéts ? 


Anoruer thing, giving us Gingalar pleafure, 
foritained in this “‘ good news” is, the total re- 
Re. B moval 
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: ‘imoval of 2 grievous burden ave mutt have funk 
under, fad it been contintied. Had the real 
ftate of the Colonies been as well known at 
home a ic is here, it is not eafily fappofeable, 
any there would have thought the tax, impofed 
on us by theSramp-Acr, was futably adjufted 
to our circumflances and abilities. There is 
fearce a mai ii any of the Colonies, certainly 
there is not in the New-England ones, that 
would be deemed worthy of the name of a rich 
man in Great-Britain, There may be here and 
there a rare inftance of one that may have ac- 
quired twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty thoufand 
pounds fterling ; and this is the moft that can be 
made of what they may be thought worth: But 
for the reft,they are, generally fpeaking, ina low 
condition, or, at beft, not greatly rifing above it ; 
though in different degrees, varioufly placing them 
in the enjoyment of the neceffaries and comforts 
of life. And fuch it might naturally be expeet- 
ed would’ be the trué flate of the Colonifts ; ag 
the lands they poffefs in this new Country 
could not have been fubdued and fitted for pro- 
fitable ufe, but by labor too expenfive to allow 
of their being, at prefent, much increafed in 
wealth. This labor indeed may properly be 
confidered asa natural tax, which, though it has 
made way for an-aftonifhing increafe of fubjedts 
fo the Britith bew greatly adding to its dig- 
nity 
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hity and ftrength, has yet been the occafion of 
keeping us poor and low.—- It ought alfo to be 
remembered, the occafions, ina NEw CounTRY, 
for the grant or purchafe of property, with the 
obligations arifing therefrom, and in inftances of 
comparatively {mall value,are unavoidably more 
numerous than in thofe that have been long fet- 
tled. The occafions alfo for recourfe to the 
law are, in like manner, vaftly multiplied : For 
which reafon, the fame tax by flamped-paper 
would take vaftly more in proportion from the 
people here, than in England. And what would 
have rendered this duty the more hard and fe- 
vere is, that it muft have been paid in addition 
to the Government-tax here, which was, 1 have 
good reafon to think, more heavy on us in the 
late war, and is fo ftill on account of the great 
debt then contracted, at leaft in this province, in 
proportion to our numbers and abilities, than 
that which, in every way, was laid on the peo- 
ple either of Scotland, Treland, or England. * 
B 2 This, 

# T have been affured by a Gentleman of reputation 
and fortune, in this Town, that, in. the late time 
of war, he fent one of his rate-bills to a correfpon-, 
dent of note in London, for his judgment upon it 5 
and had this anfwer in return from his friend, 
<< that he did not believe there was a man in. alk 
England, who paid. fo much, in proportion, to-. 
wards the fupport of the Government.” It wilk 
render the above account the more eafily credible, 
. if L inform, the reader, that I have lately and pur-, , 
Ste og ; ~~ pofelg. 
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This, if mentioned curforily, was never, that I 

remember, enlarged upon. and ferin: a firiking 

light, in any of the papers wrote in the late 

. times, as it might eafily ha-e becn done, and ta 

good purpofe — Befides all which, ’tis undoubt- 

: edly true, that the circulating money in all the 
Colonies would not bave been fufficient <o h “+ 
ti pt if paid, 


pofely converfed with one of the AssEssors of this 

\ "Poéwn, who has been anneally choteh by them in- 

to this office fora great number of years, for ‘which 

yeafon he may be thought a perfon of integrity, 

dnd one that may be depended on ; and he declares 
- to me, that the afleflment upon this: Town, parti- 
cularly in.one of the years when the tax op account 
_ of the war was great, was as follows : On perfonal 

efiate, thirteen fhillings ahd four pence on the 

pound, that is'to fay, it a man’s income from money 

- : ~ at intereft, or,in any other way, was fixty pounds 
_ per annum, he was affefled fixty times thirteen fhil- 
Sings and four pence, and in “this proportion whe~ 
- ther the fum was more or lefs ; On real eftate, the 
aflefiment was at the rate of fix years income, that, 
is to fay, if a man’s houfe. or’ land was valued at 
two hundred pounds per annum income, this two} 
hundred pounds was niultiplied by fix, amounting 
to twelve;hundred pounds, and th¢ intereft of this, 

_ twelve hundred pounds, that is, fcventy two pounds 
_ wes the fum. he was obliged to pay. Befides this, 
the rate upon every man’s polc, and the’ poles of all 

* the malesin his houfe upward: of fixteen years ofage, 
was about ninetecn fillings lawful money, which’ 
is only one quarter part {hort of fterling.. Over and 
‘abcve all this; they paid their part of an excife that, 
was laid upon Tea, Coffee, Rum end Wine, ae- 


Hey 


gounting to a very confiderable fum. ’ 
eRe TN Ge ae 
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paid the Stamp-duty only for two years; and 
an effe€tual bar was put in‘the way of the intro- 
dudtion of more, by the reftraints that were laid: 
vpon our trade in thofe inftances wherein it. 
might, in fome meafure, have been procured, 


__ Ir was this grievance that occafioned the bit. 
ter complaint all over thefe Jands, ‘* we are de- 
pied ftraw, and yet the full tale of bricks is ree 
quired of us ! Y? Or, as it was otherwife uttered, 

We muft foon be. obliged “to borrow money 
for the King’ s tribute, and that upon our lands, 
Yet now our flefh is as the flefh of our brethren, 
our children, as. their children : And lo! We 
mutt bring into bondage our fons and our daugh- 
ters to be fervants.” We fhould have been ttu- 
pid, had not a fpirit been excited in.us to apply, 
in all _reafonable ways, for the removal of fo 


inoperable a burden, And fach an union in 


{pirit: 

Ow it was in thé other Provinces, | or in. the other, 
~” Towns of this,l know not ; but it may be relied on 

“as fact, that this was the tax levied upon the Town’ 

of Bofton. And it has been great ever fince, tho’, 

not fo enormoufly fo as at that time. Every one. 

may now judge,whether we had not abundant rea- 

fon for mournful complaint, when, in addition ‘to 

the vaft fums (confidering our numbers and abilities). 
we were obliged to pay, we were loaded with the 

Stamp-Duty ; which would, in a few years, have 

‘taken away all our money, and. rendered us abfos 
lutely incapable, either of fupporting the Govern-_ 

gent here, or of carrying on any fort of commences 

gic by an et: of commodities, — “* 
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fpirit' was never before feen in the Colonies 3 
Not was theré ever fuich univerfat joy as upon 
the news of our celiverance from that which 
Thight have proved a yoke, the moft grievous 
that wag ever laid upon our necks. Te affected 
in all hearts the lively perceptions of pleafure, 
filling our mouths with laughter. No man ap- 
peared without a fmile in his countenance. Na 
one mét his friend, but he bid him joy. ‘Phat 
was our united fong of praife, « Thou haft turn- 
ed for us our mourning into dancing ; thou haft 
put off eur fackcloth, and girded us with glad- 
rie(3—Our glory [our tongue] fhall fing praife 
to thee, and not be filent : O Lord our God ! 
we will give thanks to thee forever.” 


- ANOTHER thing, in this “ news,” making it 
« good,” is’ the hopeful profpeét it gives us of 
being continued in the enjoyment of certain. li- 
bertiés and privileges, valued by us next to life 
itfelf. Such are thofe of being “ tried by our 
equals,” and of ‘* making grants for the fupport 
of government of that which is our own, either. in 
perfon, or by reprefentatives we have chofen for 
‘the purpofe.” Whether the Colonifts were in 
vefted with a rronr to thefe liberties and pri- 
vileges that ought not be wrefted from them A 
or whether they. were not, tis the truth of faé, 
that they really thought they were : All of 
them, as natural heirs to it, by being born fub- 


es, 


« 
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jes to the Britifh Crown ; and fome of them, 
by additional charter-grants, the legality of 
which, inftead of being conttefted, have all along, 
from the days of our fathers, been affented to, 
and. allowed of, by the {upreme authority at 
home, And they imagined, whether juftly, or 

not, 1 difpute not, that.their r1cuT to the free 
and full enjoyment of thefe privileges was theit 
tighteous due in confequence of what they, and 
their fore-fathers, had done and fuffered in {ub- 
duing and defending thefe Americait Jands, not 


only for their own {upport, but to add extent, 


firength and glory to the Britifh-Crown. And 
as it had been early and deeply impreffed on 
their minds, that their Charter-privileges were 
RIGHTS that had been dearly paid for by a vaft 
expence of blood, treafure ahd labor, without 
which this continent muft have ftill remained in 
a wildernefs-ftate, and the property of favages 
only ; it could not but ftrongly put in motion 
their paffion of grief; when they were laid un- 
der a Parliamentary reftraint as to the exercifé 
of that liberty, they efteemed their greateft glory. 
Ic was eminently this that filled their minds with 
jealoufie, and at length a fettled fear; left they 
fhould gradually be brought into a ftate of the 
moft abject flavery. This it was that gave rife 
to the cry, which became general thoughout the 
Colonies, “* we fhall be made to ferve as boride 
fervants, Our lives will be bitter with hard 

bondage.” 
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bondage.” Nor were the Jews more pleafed with - 


the royal provifion in their. day, which, under 
God, delivered them from their. bondage. in 
Egypt,than were theColonifts with theREPEAL 
-of that a& which had fo greatly alarmed: their 
fears, and troubled their hearts. It was tothem 
as ‘life from the dead.” | They “ rejoiced and 
were glad.” And ic gave ftrength and vigor to 
their joy, while they looked upon this REPEAL, 
not merely as\ taking off the grievous reftraint 
that had been laid upon their liberties and pri- 
vileges, but as containing in it an intention of 
continued indulgence in the free exercife of 
them. ‘Tis in this view of it, that they exult 
as thofe who are “ glad in heart ;” efteeming 
themfelves happy beyond almoft any people 
now living on the face of the earth. May 
they ever be this happy people! And ever have 
** God for their Lord !” s 


THIS news is yet further welcome to us, ag 
it has made way for the return of our love, in 
all its genuine exercifes, towards thofe on the 
other fide of the atlantic, who, in common with 
ourfelves, profefs fubjeétion to the fame moft 
gracious Sovereign. The affeétionate regard of 
the American inhabitants for theirMother Coun 
try, was never exceeded by any Colonifts, in any 
part, or age of the world. We efteemed ours 
felyes parts of one whole, members of the fame 

. colledive 


A Thanks-givide RY E RM ON. 17 
‘Collective body. What affected the people of 


England, affected us. We partook of their 
_ Joys and forrows 5 ‘‘ rejoicing when they re- 


joiced, and weeping when they-wept.” Ad- 
-verfe things in the conduét of providence to= 
‘wards them alarmed our fears, and gave us 
spain; while profperous events dilated our 
hearts, and in proportion to their number and 
greatnefs. This tender fympathy with our 
brethren at home, it is acknowledged; began 
to languifh from the commencement of a late 
Parliamentary act. There arofe hereupon a 
general fufpicion; whether they efteemed, us 
brethren, and treated tis with that kindnefs we 
inight juftly expe@ from them. This jealoufie, 
working in our breafts, cooled the fervor of 
our love ; and had that act been continued in 
force; it might have gradually brought on 
an alienation of heart, that would have been 
greatly detrimental to them, as it would alfo 
have been to ourfelves.— But the REPEAL, of 
Which we have had authentic accounts, has 
opened the channels for a full flow of our for- 
met affection towatds our brethten in Great- 
Britain, Unhappy jealoufies, uncomfortable 


-furmifings and heart-burnings are now re- 


moved ; and we perceive the motion of an 
affeGtion for the Country from whence our 
fore-fathers came, which would influence us 

te =e £0 
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to the moft vigorous exertions, as we. might 
be called, to promote their welfare, looking 
upon it, it a fenfe, our own. We again feel 
‘with them, and for them 3 and are happy or 
unhappy, as they are either in profperous or 
adverfe circumftances. We can, and do, with 
all fincerity, ‘‘ pray for the peace of Great- 
Britain, and that they may profper that love 
her ;” adopting thofe words of the devout 
Pfalmift, “* Peace be within thy walls, 
and profperity within thy palaces. For our 
brethren’s fake we will fay, eee be within 
thee.” 


In fine, this news is refrefhing to us “as 
cold waters to athirfty foul,” as it has.effected 
an alteration in the ftate of things among us 
unfpeakably to our advantage. . There is no 
way in which we can fo ftrikingly be made 
fenfible of this, as by contrafting the ftate. we 
were lately in, and the much worfe one we 
fhould foon have been in had the Stamp-Aé& 
been enforced, with that happy one we are 
put into by its repeal. 


Upon its being made cértain to the Colo- 
nies, that theStamp-Act had paffed both houfes 
of Parliament, and réceived the King’s frat, a 
general fpirit of uneafinefs at once took place, 


which, gradually i increafing, foon difcovered 
itfelf, 


‘ 
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itfelf, by the wifer fons of liberty, in laudable 
endeavors to obtain relief ; though, by others, in 
murmurings and complaints, in anger and, cla- 
mour, in bitternefs, wrath and ftrife ; and by 
fome evil-minded perfons, taking occafion 
herefor from the general ferment of men’s 
‘minds, in thofe violent out-rages upon the pro- 
perty of others, which, by being reprefented 
jn an undue light, may have reflected difhonor 
upon acountry which has an abhorrence of 
fuch injurious conduét. The Colonies were 


never before in a ftate of fuch difcontent, 


anxiety and perplexing follicitude : Some de= 
{pairing of a redrefs, fome hoping for it, and all 
fearing what would be the event. And had 
it been the determination of the King and 
Parliament to have carried the Stamp-Act 
into effect by fhips of war, and an embarkati- 
on of troops, their condition, however unhappy 
before, would have been inconceivably more 
fg. They muft either have fubmited to what 
they thought an infupportable burden, and 
have parted with their property without any 
will of their own, or have ftood upon their 
defence ; in either of which cafes, their fitua- 
tion muft have been deplorably fad. So far 
as I am able to judge from that firmnefs of 
mind, and refolution of fpirit, which appeared, 
among all forts of perfons, as grounded upon, 
C2 chip 
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this principle deeply rooted in their minds, 
that they had a CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT * to 
_ grant their own monies,and to be tried by their 
"peers, tis more than probable, they would not 
have fubmited, unlefs they had been obliged 
to it by fuperior power. Not that they had a 
thought in their hearts, as may have been ree 
prefented, of being an independant people. 
They efteemed it both thcir happinefs and their 
glory to be, in common with the inhabitants of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, the fubje@ts of 
King GEORGE the third, whom they heartily 
Lacie’ and honor, and in ‘defence of whofe Per- 
fon and Crown they would chearfully expend 
their treafure, and lofe even their blood, 
But it was a fentiment they had imbibed, 
that they fhould be wanting neither in loyalty 
to their King, or a due regard to the Britith- 
Parliament, if they fhould defend thofe tights 
which we imagined were unalienable, upon 
the 


*% The Colonifts may reafonably be excufed for theis 
_miftake (if it was one) in thinking, that they 
were velted with this CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT, 
as it was the opinion of Lord Capen, declared 
in the houfe of Lords, and of Mr. Pirr, fignified 
in the houfe of Commons, that the Sramp- Act 
WAS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. This is faid aa 
the sanity of the public print. 
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the foot of juftice, by any power on earth. * 
And had they, upon’ this principle, whether 
ill or well founded, ftood upon their defence, 
what muft have been the effeét ? There would 
have been opened, on this American continent, 
a moft doleful feene of outrage, violence, de- 
folation, flaughter, and, in a word, all thofe 

terrible 


* The great Mr. Pitt would not have faid, ina, 
certain auguft Affembly#*fpeaking of the Ameri- 
cans, ** I rejoice that they have refifted,” if, in his 
judgment, they might not, in confiftency with 
their duty to government, have made a ftand a- 
gainft the Sramp-Acr. Tis certainly true, there 
may be fuch exercife of power, and in inftances of 
fuch a nature, as to render non-fubmiffion war- 
rantable upon the foot of reafon and righteoufnefs : 
Otherwife it will be difficult, if poffible, to juftifie 
the REVOLUTION, and that ESTABLISHMENT in 
confequence of it, upon which his prefent Majefty 
fits upon the Britifh throne. That non-fubmiffion 
would have been juftifiable, had it been determined 

_ that the Sramp-Acr fhould be enforced, I pre- 
fume not to fay: Though none, I believe, who 
are the friends of liberty, will deny, that it would 
have been juftifiable, fhould it be firft fuppofed, that 
tTHIs Act effentially broke in upon our coNsTI- 
TUTIONAL RIGHTs as Englifhmen. Whether it 
did, or not, is a queftion it would be impertinent 
in me to meddle with. It is the truth of fact, that 
the Colonifts generally and really thought it did ; 
and that it might be oppofed without their incurring 
the guilt of difloyalty or rebellion ; and they were 

_ led into this way of thinking upon what they ima- 

_ gined were the principles which, in their operation, 
gave Kinc WittraM, and Queen Mary, of 

- blefled memory, the Crown of England, 
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terrible evils that may be expeéted as the at- 
tendants on a ftate of civil war. No language 
’ can defcribe the diftreffes, in all their various 
_ kinds and degrees, which would have made 
us miferable. (God only knows how long they 
might have continued, and whether they would 
have ended in any thing fhort of our total ruin. 
Nor would the Mother-Country, whatever 
fome might imagine, have been untouched 
with what was doing jn the Colonies. Thofe 
millions that were due from this continent to 
Great-Britain, could not have been paid ;-— 
a ftop, a total ftop, would haye been put to 
the importation of thofe manufaétures which 
are the fupport of thoufands at home, often re- 
peated.. And would the Britifh merchants, 
and manufaéturers, have fet eafie in fuch a 
ftate of things ? There would, it may be, have 
been as much clamour, wrath and ftrife in the 
very bowels of the nasion, as in thefe diftant 
lands : Nor could our deftruétion have been 
unconnected with confequences at home infi. 
nitely to be dreaded. — 


Bur the longed for repeat has fcattered © 
our fears, removed our difficuliies, enliven- 
ed our hearts, and laid the foundation for 
future profperity, equal to the adverfe ftate we 
fhould have been in, had the A& been CONti= 

ued and salons 
ued We 
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We may now be eafie in our minds, con- 
tented with our condition. We may be at 
peace and quiet among ourfelves, every one 
minding his own bufinefs. All ground of 
complaint, that we are “ fold for bond-men 
and bond-women,” is removed away ; and in- 
ftead of being flaves to thofe who treat us with 
rigor, we are indulged the full exercife of 
thofe liberties which have been tran{mitted to 
us, as the rieheft inheritance, from our fore- 
fathers. We have now greater reafon than 
ever to love, honor and obey our gracious 
King, and pay all becoming reverence and 
refpeét to his two houfes of Parliament ; and 
may with intire confidence, rely on their wif- 
. dom, lenity, kindnefs, and power, to promote 
our welfare. We have now, tn a word, no- 
thing to “ make us afraid,” but may “fit every 
man under his vine, and under his fig-tree,” in 
the full enjoyment of the many good things 
we are favored with in the providence of God. 


Upon fuch a change in the ftate of our cir= 
cumftances, we fhould be loft to all fenfe of 
duty and gratitude, and aét as though we had 
no underftanding, if our hearts did not expand 
with joy. And, in truth, the danger is, left 
“we fhould exceed in the expreffions of ir. It ~ 
may be faid of thefe Colonies, as of the Jewifh - 
people, upon the repeal of the decree of Aha- 

fuerus, 
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fuerus, which devoted them to deftrudtion, 
they “‘ had light and gladnefs, joy and honor ; 
and in every province, and in every city, whi+ 
therfoever the King’s commandment and his 
decree came, they had joy and gladnefs, a feaft 
day, and a good day ;” faying within them 
" felves, ‘the Lord hath done great things for 
us, the Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we ate glad.” May the remembrance 
of this MEMORABLE REPEAL be preferved, 
and handed down to all’future generations, ih 
every provifice, in evefy city, dnd in every 
family, fo as never to be forgotten ! 


We now proceed, the way being thus ‘pre@ 
pared for it, to point out the proper ufe we 
fhould make of this “* good news froma far 
country,” which is grateful to us “as cold 
_ waters to a thirfty foul.” 


We have alteady had our rejoicings, in the 
civil fenfe, upon the ‘ glad-tidings” from our 
Mother-Country ; and tis to our honor, that 
they were carried on fo univerfally within the 
bounds of a decent warrantable regularity. 
There was never, athiong us, fuch a colleétion 
of all forts of people upon any public occafion + 
Nor were the methods in which they fignified 
their joy ever fo beautifully varied and multi- 
plied ; and yet, none had reafon a at 


— 
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of diforderly condué&. ‘The fhow was feafona- 
“bly ended, and we had afterwards a petfetly 
“quiet night. There has indeed been no public 
-difturbanee firice the outrage at Lieut. Governor 
‘Hurcuinson’s houfe. That was fo detefted 
-by Town.and Country, and fuch a fpirit at oned 
fo generally ftirred up, particularly amohg THE 
‘PEOPLE, to oppofe -fuch villainous condué, ag 
has preferved us ever fince iti a ftate of as great 
freedom from mobifh aétions, 48 has been known 
in the Country. Our friends at home, it fhould 
feem, have entertained fears, left, upon the Jenity 
and condefcention of the King and Parliament, 
we fhould preve ourfelves a factious turbulent 
people ; and our enemies hope we fhall. Bue. 
tis not eafie to conceive on what the fears of the 
‘one, or the hopes of the other, fhould be ground~ 
ed, unlefs they have received injurious reprefen- 
tations of the fpirit that lately prevailed in this, 
as well a$ the other Colonies ; which was not a 
fpirit to raife needlefs difturbances, or to commit 
outrages upon the perfons or property of any 3 
though fome of thofe fons of wickednefs, which 
are to be found in all places, * might take oc- 

cafion 


® It has beer faid, and in the public ptints, that there 
have been mobifh riotous doings in London, and 
-other parts of England, at one time and another 
rand that great men, at fuch times, men far fuperior 
ute any among us in dignity and, power, pee in 
ee thei 
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-cafion from the ftand that was made for liberty 
‘to commit violence with an high hand. ‘There 
“has not been, fince the REPEAL, the appearance 
‘of a fpirit tending to public diforder; nor is 
there any danger fuch a tpirit fhould be encou- 
‘raged, or difcovered, unlefs the people fhould be 
needlefly and unreafonably irritated by thofe, 
who, to ferve themfélves, might be willing we 
‘hould gratifie fuch as are our enemies, and make 
thofe fo who have been eur good friends.—But 
to leave this digreffion, {dee 

pine ef Saat Tuovcu 


- their perfons, by infulting threatning ‘words and 
. ations ; and in their property, by the injurious vi- 
~ olence that deftroyed their fubftance. Would it be 
“ juft to Se uate Hi biolidod; much moreEngland it+ 
. felf, from the conduét of thefe difturbers. of it’s 
_ feace? It would as reafonably, as certainly, be e- 
_ fteemed a vile reproach, fhould they,on this account, 
‘ be reprefented as, in general, @ turbulent feditious 
. people, difpofed to throw off their fubjection to. go- 
vernment, and bring things into a ftate of anarchy 
and confufion. If this has been the reprefentation 
> that has been made of the Colonifts, on account of 
what any may have fuffered in their perfons, or 
_ effects, by the ungoyerned diforderly behavior of 
fome mobifhly difpofed perfons, it is teally nothing 
better than a bafe flander ; and no more applicable 
to. them, than to the people of England. ‘The Co- 
“Joiiifts in general, the inhabitants of this Province 
in particular, are as great enemies to all irregular 
turbulent procedings, and as good friends to Go- 
‘ vernment, and as peaceable loyal Subjects, as any 
that call King Gzoxrce the Illd, their rightful and 


lawful Sovereign. : 
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Tuovcu our civil joy has been expreffed in a 
decent orderly way, it would be but a poor piti- 
ful thing, fhould we reft here, and not: make our 
religious grateful acknowledgments to the fu- 
premeRuler of the world, to whofe fuper-intend- 
ing providence it is principally to be afcribed, 
that we have had “ given us fo great deliver- 
ance.” Whatever were the means or inftru- 
ments in order to this, that glorious being, whofe 
throne is in the heavens, and whofe kingdom 
ruleth over all, had the chief hand herein. He 
fat at the helm, and fo governed all things re- 
lative to it, as to bring it to this happy iffue. 
Jt was under his alwife over-ruling influence, 
that a spirit was raifed in all the Colonies no- 
bly to affert their freedom as men, and Englifh- 
born fabjects ; a {pirit, which, in the courfe of 
it’s operation , was highly ferviceable, not by any 
irregularities it might ‘be the occafion of, [in 
this imperfe& ftate, they will more or lefg 
mix themfelves with every thing great and good } 
but by it’s manly efforts, ferting forth the rea- 
fons they had for complaint in a fair, juft, and 
firongly convincing light; hereby awakening the 
attention of Great-Britain, opening the eyes of 
the merchants and manufaturers there, and en- 
gaging them, for their own intereft as well as that 
of America, to exert themfelves in all reas 
fonable ways to help us+ Ic was under the 


D4 “fang 
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fame all-governing influence, thatthe Jate mini- 
fry, full of projeétions tending to the burt of thefe 
Colonies, was fo feafonably changed ‘into the: ‘prex 
fent patriotic one, which’ is happily. difpofed, inal 
the niethods of wildom, ta premote our welfare: 
Jt was under. the fame influence flill, that for many: 
friend s of eminent ‘charaéter were raifed up, and 
. spirited to appear advocates on. our behalf, and: 
plead our caufe with irrefiftable force: lt was 
under this fame: influence: alfo; that the heart» “of 
our King, and the Britifh Parliament, were fo 
turned ‘in favor tous as fo reverfe that decree, 
which, had it’ been  eftablifhed; would: have 
thrown. this whole continent, if. not the. nation. 
itfelf, into.a flate of the utmoft confufion: In 
Short, it was ultimately, owing to this influence 
of the God: of heaven,..thaty the thoughts, the 
views, the parpofes, the {peeches, the writings, . 
and the whole-condué of al) who’ were engaged: 
in this great affair, were fo over-ruled. to. bring. 
into effet the defired happy event, 


Anp fhall we not make all due acknowledg- 
ments to the greatSovereign of the world on this 
joyful occafion ? Let us, my brethren, take care 
that our hearts be futably ‘touched with a fenfe 
of the bonds we are under to the Lord. of the. 
univerfe ; and let us exprefs the joy and grati- 
tude of our hearts by greatly praifing him for the.. 
greatnel of his t goodnel, | in thus {catering our - 

; fears, 
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fears, removing away our burdens, and continu- 
ing us in the enjoyment of our moft highly va- 
lued liberties and) privileges: And’ let’ us not 
only praife him with our lips, rendering thanks~ 
to his-holy name; but Jet us honor him by a 
well: ordered ‘converfations ‘* Behold, to obey: is 
better than facrifice.” And *‘to love theLord our 


God with’all our heart, and mind and ftrength, 


and to love our neighbour as ourfelves, is better 
than whole burnteofferings and facrifices,” A&i- 
ons. {peak much Jouder than words. In-vairr 
fhall. we pretend, that we arejoyful-in God, or 
thankful to: him, if it is not our endeavor, as we 
have been-taught by the grace of God, which has 
appeared: to‘ us byJefus Chrift, to « deny all un- 
godlinefs. and worldly lutts, and to live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly-in the world’;” doing all 
things whatfoever it has pleafed God to com- 
mand us, — 


Anp ashe has particularly enjoined it on us to’ 
be “ fubje@ to the higher powers, ordained by- 
him to be his minifters for good,” we cannot, 
upon this occafion, more properly exprefs our gra- 
titude to-him, than by approving ourfelves duti- 
ful and-loyal to the gracious King, whom he has: 
placed over us. Not that we can be juttly. tax: 
ed with the want of love or fubjeétion to the 
Britith Throne, We may have been saa ed 
2) eae Toes alfe 
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falfe and injurious reprefentations upon this head : 
Bur King GEORGE the IL]d has no fubjects, 
not within the realm of England itfelf, that are 
more {trongly attached to his perfon and family, 
thac bear a more fincere and ardent affeGtion to- 
wards him, or that would exert themfelves with 
more life and {pirit in defence of his crown and 
dignity.—-But it may notwithftanding, at this 
time, be feafonable to ftir up your minds, by 
putting you. in remembrance. of your duty to 
“* pray for Kings, and all that are in fubordinate 
authority under-them”, and to “ honor and obey 
thein in the.Lord.” And, if we fhould take oc= 
cafion from the great lenity and condefcending 
goodnefs of thofg, who are fupreme in authority 
over us, not to ‘*defpife government,” not to 
“« {peak evil of . dignisies,” not to go. into any 
method. of unfeemly. diforderly condy@; but to 
‘ead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlinefg 
and honetty,” every man moving in his own pro- 
per {phere, and ‘taking due care to ‘* render un- 
to Caefar the things that are Cafar’s, and to God 
the things.that are-God’s ;”—we fheuld honor 
aur felves, anfwer the expeétations of thofe wha 
haye dealt thus favorably with us ; and, what is 
raore, we fhould exprefs a becoming regard to the 
governing: ‘agi of almigt nty God 
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Tr would alfo be a futable return of gratitude 
to God, if we entertained in our minds, and were 
ready to exprefs in all proper ways, a juft fenfe 
of the obligations we are under to thofe Patrons 
of liberty and righteoufnefs, who were the ins 
ftruments employed by him, and whofe wife and 
powerful endeavors, under his blefling, were 
effetual to promote at once the intereft of the 
nation at home, and of thefe diftant Colonies. 
Their names will, I hope, be ever dear to us, 
and handed down as fuch to the lateft pofterity. 
That illuftrious name, in fpecial, Prrv, will, I 
truft, be never mentioned but with honor, as the 
Savior, under God, and the two Kings who 
made him their prime minifter, both of the nation 
and thefe Colonies, not only from the power of 
France, but, from that which is much worfe, a 
ftate of flavery under the appellation of Englifh- 


men. May his memory be bleffed! May his— 


great fervices for his King, the nation, and thefe 
Colonies, be had in everlafting remembrance ! 


To conclude, Let us be ambitions to make 
it evident, by the manner of our condué, that 
we are good fubjeéts and good chriftians : So 
fhall we, in the beft way; exprefs the grateful 
fenfe we have of our obligations to that glorious 
being, to the wifdom and goodrefs of whofe pre- 
fidency over all human affairs it is principally 

owing, 
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“owing, that the great obje& of our fear, and 
‘anxious concern, has been ;fo happily removed. 
And may it ever-be our care, ‘to behave towards 
Anim, fo as that he may appear-on our! behalf in 
every timevof danger and difficulty, guard :us.a- 
gainft evil, and continue to us-all our enjoyments 
both civil and religious ! And may they be tranf- 
aited from us to our children, and ‘to:children’s 
children, as-long asthe funmand the moon hall 
endure, - : weit 


- 


